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"An Act for vesting the Management of 
the open Space known as Wandsworth 
Common in the County of Surrey 
in a Body of Conservators, with a View 
to the Preservation thereof; and for other 
Purposes."

[[31st July 1871]



"There is in the county of Surrey and in the
parishes of Battersea and Wandsworth an 
open space of large extent uninclosed and 
unbuilt on known as Wandsworth Common 
(in this Act referred to as the Common) 
and that the Common is situate within and 
is or is alleged to be part of the wastes of the is or is alleged to be part of the wastes of the 
manor of Battersea and Wandsworth 



and that the Right Honourable John Poyntz, 
Earl Spencer (in this Act referred to as "Earl Spencer') 
is or claims to be entitled in fee simple 
in possession to that manor; and that it is 
expedient that provision be made for the transfer 
from Earl Spencer of his estate in the Common 
to a body of Conservators to preserve the same to a body of Conservators to preserve the same 
for public use."



"This Act may be cited as 
the Wandsworth Common Act, 1871.















1871

How the Wandsworth Common Bill 
became the Wandsworth Common Act



13th February 1871

"The inhabitants of the Parishes of Battersea and 
Wandsworth" deliver a petition "for leave to bring in a Bill 
for vesting the Management of the Open Space 
known as Wandsworth Common, in the County of
 Surrey, in a Body of Conservators with a view to 
the preservation thereof."the preservation thereof."



14th February 1871

A Bill is immediately ordered "brought by Mr. Cowper-Temple
 and Mr. Peek."

The Wandsworth Common Bill is read for the first time 
and ordered to be read a second time.



20th February 1871

The Bill is read a second time.



2nd March 1871

Ordered that the Bill be committed to the Select 
Committee on the Metropolitan Board of Works.



3rd March 1871

Hmm, trouble... 

The London & Brighton Railway petitions against 
aspects of the Bill.

And the Metropolitan Board of Works raises all sorts of 
objections that will ultimately cost the people of Wandsworth
and Battersea £1000 in legal bills.and Battersea £1000 in legal bills.

 



17th March 1871

Ordered that the Bill and all petitions be heard by 
the Select Committee...



24th April 1871

Statements in the preamble to the Bill about a deal 
struck with Earl Spencer are ordered to be struck out.

But progress!

"Ordered, that the Report do lie upon the Table."



4th May 1871

Having been amended in the Committee, 
the Bill is read a third time...







21st July 1871

"Ordered that Amendments by the Lords... be taken 
into consideration" on 24 July



24th July 1871

Delay! 

But not by much...

It is ordered that the Lords' amendments "be 
taken into consideration" on 26th July.



26th July 1871

"The House, according to Order, proceeded to 
take into account the Amendments made by the Lords to the 
Wandsworth Common Bill; and the same 
were twice read, and, with an Amendment 
to one of them, agreed to."

Hmm, the Commons have decided to Hmm, the Commons have decided to 
amend an amendment and send the Bill back to the Lords...

"Ordered, That the Clerk do carry the Bill 
to the Lords; and acquaint them, that this 
House hath agreed to the Amendments 
made by their Lordships, with an Amendment; 
to which this House doth desire 
the concurrence of their Lordships."the concurrence of their Lordships."
.



Friday, 28th July, 1871

The Lords agree to the Amendments made by the 
Commons to the Amendments made by the Lords 
"without any Amendment ".

So, after some to-ing and fro-ing between 
the Houses...



The Wandsworth Common Act came into force 
on 31st July 1871.



33.

The Conservators shall at all times keep the 
Common open uninclosed and unbuilt on...



34.

It shall not be lawful... to sell, lease, grant, or 
in any manner dispose of any part of the Common.



... [and] by all lawful means prevent, resist, and 
abate all encroachments and attempted 
encroachments on the Common, and protect 
the Common and preserve it as an open space, 
and resist all proceedings tending to the 
inclosure or appropriation for any purpose of 
any part thereof.any part thereof.



35.

The Conservators shall at all times preserve as 
far as may be the natural aspect and state of 
the Common, and to that end shall protect the 
turf, gorse, heather, timber, and other trees, 
shrubs, and brushwood thereon.



44 . 

There shall be by virtue of this Act payable 
and paid to Earl Spencer, and to his heirs and 
assigns for ever, a perpetual annuity of 
two hundred and fifty pounds...



"At all times...

open

uninclosed

and unbuilt on..."















Before 1500



1717



1820s



late 1830s



late 1850s







What a carve up...









Prime cuts...



Since that time the following additional enclosures 
have been made: 

1836.  South Western Railway   14 acres

1846.  St. James's Schools    20 acres

1846.  Estate by Black Sea    10 acres

1848.  McKellar's triangular piece 20 3/4 acres

1848.1848.  Piece by Black Sea    1 1/2 acres

1852.  Telescope piece     1 1/2 acres



 .



Total    173 acres



300+ acres



c.150 acres
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