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corner of Wandsworth High Street,

hﬂttm 0 of ,ﬂﬂ Anne's Hill, outside the "Two
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» Queen Victoria, used often to patronise Wandsworth,
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| , to a glass shop standing above little
1 &0 ‘iron balustrade where the new Municipal
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ite an aristocratic appearance to the

t0o her dressmaker in Geraldine Road.

ance of the little dumpling of a lady, with

ence must have caused much excitement
-. Lans «
n of "The Elms" slopes up through
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“overgrown with blackberry bushes




a8 ‘ ‘:..!t high, so that the eyes of the

© should not feast on their doings. It is gLl

antial buttresses and gives quite an

iﬂ’ ﬁhﬂ Great Wall of China.

i0ad on the east side of the garden
lourse of "progress" the ladies erected
" ing which now, like the ladies them-
m of all earthly things.
i = Qj.r states that a tunnel ran from the
MQ; Elms", under East Hill to Wandsworth
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s,:~_,-:. *gh% hp:; no trace of it can be found,
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laying tramlines on the spot years
. ‘“f :hr:lckuark.' Rumour also tells that
W?ﬂ ‘the frail, but undoubtedly beauteous,
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 friemds of some notability at Wandsworth House.
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i ovely wrought iron gateway of the latter between
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) tall pillars has vanished and part of the house itself
'#ma. into a public garage, complete with petrol
‘The former inmhabitants, the liisses Cunley,
| 1 ,,{}ﬂ'-,ﬂ .. quripgns and pair complete

otman. lany and rare must have bee




S, apparently worth about five
W W which brought in the sum of two

f'?SGHQ friends of ours in another old
ﬂ’l‘}*h lovely sweet scented lilac trees,
fﬁf*ﬁn back garden. The lady of the
iﬂ""’tyright her hair piled high, her
*ﬁﬁs&m round her neck, sweet and dainty in her
t enthroned in her drawing-room,
*di&ghtara, all dressed in white.
rs came to that drawing-room, including the
ions of clergy at St. Anne's and from
" the sad story of the Curate and the
basket. This unhappy young man, true to the type
in m-‘pohny-nowelettea of the périod, was s0

¥ ﬂ so clumsily polite that one afternoon he kneeled
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- ;‘h‘ three-tiered cake-stand, scattering the contents
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' 1 wide, SO M‘«* slices of bread and butter stuck
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ughty young sons drew attention to the fact
,1 M standing beneath the mistletoe.
‘”"i“ﬂ 8stepped for'ard and kissed her at the
a maid appeared upon the scene.
sence of mind the clerical gentleman
ﬁ m mﬁahod floor, sitting down with a most
. uﬁmm upon the ground.
i1 arage, a8 white-walled house with extensive
"'ﬁ"‘“ﬁtm for nearly a quarter of a mile to
‘M then truly a lane with hedges blossoming
u&ls and wild roses, has been replaced by
iawmmt connected with the Wandsworth Sewerage
- - mLiving Chess" was played at some of his
rs' Garden Parties onm the lovely lawns. The
beds rich with rainbow coloured blossoms, the

1 gracious trees, all are gone, leaving only blocks

. mewhat depressimg flats, from which even the name
' arage Terrace' has now departed. "Sic transit
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iracing arms of Father Thames.,
intains that the Virgin Queen used

.:;@anp and circumstance of her Royal

inlet where the Wandle emerges into
: - great river, but it must bave been much
',]'i_-__‘ﬂr the Royal lLady would have certainly
- 0f running aground and being
pe.r appointments.
ote of the Wandle, as "The blue, transparent

of Westminster, which in 1450 gave
to 13 ;u_‘#q.int dispute. 1In these days of modern
‘of the fair land of England the only salmon
r the Wandle appears in tins sirictly graded.
3 wm Wandle w,as* at one time suggested as
~and a prospectus of a company proposed to be
mﬁg}; propounded a scheme to supply the southern
s of Wﬂ * ;nalmmg Clapham, Battersea and
Mpure and whslqa ome water" talnn




'._;W@;‘bfneaming the danger of Thames water

lfl *ﬂ» supply up to 1833 and into which

ty-nine common sewers, numerous gas
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' v"‘te. discharged their refuse between

described the Wandle between the High
t and th- ‘Thames as "the sink of Surrey" but lest

i‘ﬂoﬁi& be misunderstood, the explanation is that he
meant to convey the information that the water

W.tljing
ﬁ’mdﬁ%‘hﬂms hope that was his meaning,




ihn and the sight of the great trees
@ few hundred yards away, could
ﬂ even so, he should be strongly
,‘;pﬂkj.ng_morthwarda over the other side

ders itself a maritime borough

- empties itself into the Thames,

| a0 !\Pﬂﬁlm into the sea, although admittedly
.. i’ with all London's bridges in between.

ggtpegvj,xma with its up-to-date motto "We
H,gg‘ its crest a ship in full sail, its figure-
*mmlﬁahing dragon with its tongue well out.
m tears 1h:|,ah ornament the shield are said to
those shed by the Huguenots who in the latter
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;.. p -.} _seventeenth century found refuge beside the
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ez Nandle” when religious persecution drove them

u m mm land of France.
| in a little spproximately ome mm¢




Til~l1 Chapel" built as a mark of
not Settlers. It is now occupied

3' labatories 1Ltd. whose celebrated

ouls for nearly four hundred years has
8 care of bodies. In March 1948 the
:"_"‘M-meiaua gesture to its former

tablet commemorating the past

did not only weep when they came to
r 1nh¢ﬁ ‘ghomselvea of real solid worth
‘ , ‘ ty, introducing market gardening, which
‘;.mmnr my home in the form of Neal's
mm gentlemen who have undergone a rest cure
*‘*iu-:"the‘pr:taon are greeted on their exit
formidable doors by a view over quick-set

Mﬁm rows of roses, cabbages, ornamental

' _ 'and youthful trees. A narrow path leads
thc-elwt:gl, mm the wild "tea" plant sheds

ﬂ ;eamw Mﬂl mauve flower over the wooden
% mém m:le are permitted to mdw m




k a few yards farther on over Heathfield
over the low wall, a row of quaint
‘aled with little gardens running down
A e '_._*-ﬂﬂa*;aahiened flowers and bushes
m of birds.
by are tI dangerous cross-roads at the top
"I""*-"Sflhiah have .witnessed many accidents,
being a baby-car which turned
m and from which the four occupants
m s8lightly harmed. Another event was
ﬁ n:&om mn tilt into the corner fence
reme surprise of the chickens who lived the

. As it contained a variety of handcuffed

dcts the situation was somewhat awkward. Neither

‘gentlemen was apparently much hurt and they
rovided with seating accommodation on the edge of
mw until mather vehicle came to their rescue.
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10 later years have torn across that spot
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-roads, thirty miles an hour limit
exhortations erected by a trusting

hﬁl not passing at the time. Simultan-

placement from the pavement a long

2 opposite cormer crashed to the ground
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s returning from the Midnight NMass at St. Anne's.
"“‘m-.futﬁsiée the cormer house,  apparently
o d. Yet a sinister foreboding seemed to tell
H t all was not well. Somewhat shrinkingly I loocked
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Had he
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Or was it a heart attack.

2ated to the pavement considering my

- an angel in the form of a man came

7@-;@4?“09& towards me, looking, it must

ly taken aback when I addressed him,
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Telling me to remain on the pave-

t, but not on any account to move away as he might
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car and 'Em to the corpse. For a few moments
maam:mr apparently the amgel shook the
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rpse, when it suddenly and revoltingly came to 1ife
| was most loudly and horribly ill.
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‘f.-..', telling me that I had probably

Wsht, for if the corpse had awakened

ff;‘ iha car in that unhappy state he

killed himself or somecne else.

reme 1y ‘welcome cup of coffee meditated

nat between the beauty of the
ﬁlits lights and incense, the white
H Wb ﬁhrg gleaming with blue and silver
'8, "'I_'iﬁdiﬂf?ninging of the angels' hymm,
w ‘in the hi ghest and in earth peace goodwill
> , the supreme moment when God incarnate, the
hlehem came again verily and truth to his
péﬁu’ia they knelt before the altar - and
i\" m nﬁﬁ that sordid scene when man in
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m*m:ﬁb home in their own car."
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:‘mﬁ’m seat at the back of the car.”

%‘Ibm*’ ‘Wellt But it is evident that the
i ml walks this queer world of ours!
w ﬁﬂd‘*!ﬂ'ﬂer are long gardens at the back
| ., £ iﬂ.ighim old-fashioned houses whose ancient
- k on to the lime and chestnut trees bordering
in winter youths in decorative pullovers
1 'ten slithering and sliding on the sloshy
xaawm er of the end house, whose side window
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'@9 the Huguenots, those sterm God-

y ,ﬁqf three hundred years ago. They
‘:’: %‘-I‘k&tr-gardening to Wandsworth and a

Q£ mimg the red hats for the Cardinals,
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“‘fﬂ“ of the little Huguenot cemetery have
t‘ m‘i‘h mat ‘but a maultitude of buses,

ing, pass by continually, and on either
» bicycles, contribute their share

m soft green mounds of turf, and the
“';;*mding sideways with honourable age.

mh passing through the cemetery
mmMn roads. lMerely to set one's foot
n..ﬁ_lmgt-,- unearthly calm, a peace set in

”iiw;a sensation of eternal rest, of
fﬁ life everlasting.
tiio- of the path a tomb ornamented with a
+:  crown and bow of ribbon bears the inscriptionm,
Sally Grose, Died December 21, 1704, Aged 10 years
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ably owing to an anciemt British
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M Nudgn being the Pluto, or God of the

48 not aifficult to visualise an
'8et on the top of the hill looking
sparsely inhabited valley to the
edon, behind which the sun would
G‘ rest in a glory of crimson and gold.
if,. what sacrifices and tears were
altar none can tell, but to those
8 of St. Anne's Church a quarter
of the glory of those sunsets can
arly on a night when angry
on and gold into even wilder
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‘,:’-‘*‘* "assassinate any man who opposed

ﬁl to be hoped the law is not still in
les would soon be over-crowded.

>onformist endeavoured to assassinate

ﬁm, believed to be an enemy of Puritans.

Hm'bbea another man by mistake, which
all round.
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ﬂl‘m long before we came to live in
. oad. As an only child I suppose I was
%"ﬂl I was at home, only when I was
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*whasq.hfeaaing ways I never understood,
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liﬁ m ‘a veritable purgatory. At home
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1&;&'%%136. my beloved de¢lls, especially Eva,

i m.o complexion early suffered from the
‘kisses, and Topsy, a demure looking little

black curls anid' a face of the same
ant little people had to be

L3

*’éﬂﬁh their night—'géwha before my




the kitchen department with their

Other accessories, dressed im correct

nt frock, white cap and apron for cook,

~end of the Sale, which I enjoyed
Uﬁri', returned to Mother for a
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Wn, a horrid sight which my youthful
on more thanm one occasion, the dear
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to hi,ﬂ feet.
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8 of the men who used to sit on the
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@ unlikelihood of their job being

e 1 ~into a form that will never cut
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The rag-and-bone man with his
retty little pony is a far more

and seems to have an enormous number of
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_‘_‘kﬂsy like himself. ©None of them has

WA
' do any business, but his cart is
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ﬁ'f . and mysteriously bulging sacks so
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.f_'"-::av:l;&en’b-ly do not perambulate the

s, for the moment all strictly under

m‘ﬂo&nger makes his round with his

y who used to put a small packet of
zed needles marked "Please spend a penny on
,has evidently long since been gathered
evidently have the many hefty,

s who used to frighten our




mﬁﬂmc banisters on the outside -

 which was never discovered by an
“E certainly should not care to

‘decade, St. Anne's held a
n in the ‘.Eeﬁ Hall. Together with
0 I bhad my face and hands well
-g?"’jm a laﬁteak part in the missionary
cene the heavy front curtains of the

'. :‘,__“?'I screen bringing it down with a

;mua to my Mother that he had been
ia and that in my meke-up I was exactly like an
an child. - Seeing the fright I looked my Mother

»--mho outdoor scenes mro
ﬂ‘%}ﬁvﬂ taken
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The indoor ones,

ace of the Rajah, were rich with
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ful I could beg or borrow from my long-
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? cured a variety of ailments. All
ed a medicine bottle to fill it

-giving elixirs. Alast! It was one
Mhichhld once contained her evil-
nd had not found its way to the dustbin.

, and the audience, being nearer the door,

‘undignified exit,

-nut on the top, flavoured with almond, lemon or
: & 4;,;““ ‘to help her prepare them, but




* when a school-girl, so that she
mel‘l as much as the plague or
3 her horror to find the boy next
ﬂﬂl that disease and blowing bubbles
mw in the direction of my own.
m, smart girls with caps and
m from Mrs. Woodham's Registry

,k Hill1, opposite the Sorting Office.

found situations for the girls,
thing better. Her knowledge of
3, 4‘1'311 the gentry of the neighbourhood
hr generosity in retailing it
Her discrimination between gentry
| am unerring.
t‘ﬂ!m altercations took place in .f.ront of
.;' mm flight of steps leading up from the
_”,..qa. Irate mistresses complained bitterly
MIM maids she had sent them, and that she
wver to send them any more like that again. Te
> would mﬁ;,jpﬂl: and emphatically that




3nt her €00d maids who only left us
o leave the neighbourhood.
_:iﬁmlﬂ came from a family of ten, her
J,;_.MM-'Battorsea policeman. She was
who described herself as being "not
‘ cabbage-looking". Her tales of
_’ were a continual delight.

_ M“bn; some bloaters. One wasn't

Jmh.mmm- picked *im out by 'is tail saying
i:ﬁ%”m And when ‘e was cooked 'e
ﬁiﬁi@dﬂ't eat 'im. Serves you right,

r being so greedy."
S ‘early years that I was taken out

;;ﬂ'wrapped in many shawls, allowed
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the mile-off spectacle of licMurray's paper-
,t Lane flaming up into the blackness of
' ntry sky. A That was real melodrama free and gratis
s sters, as the factory was burnt right out
ks exploded in all directions. Real
S ‘mm this super Guy Fawkes display, for
5 mm were killed. Their pitiful,
i 1' ‘were buried in one grave in _
e Chapel. Each




deal of my Grandfather in
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' eﬂleé when I was at school
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- were allowed in that Holy of Holies
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mmm Of all the other good things in

garden, we saw very little, except an
basketful of crab-apples, or a few of his
st ‘ ish Jrad:l.ﬂhe's, a winter del:i.caey in
0, coal-black on the outside -
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de an ecstatic half-hour in a toy-shop

op was usually patronised at the rate

e KW*‘M a farthing a visit and I remember
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ai.'l: raid 8helter, from which she had torn away
-mraeney bricks with her own poor handa, being
rried to safety by the tender pitiful arms of the

r raid wardens. Although she returned to her
attered home at the first sign of dawn, it was
1dalous to find how many of her possessions had
been stolen.
, for in nﬂmaw'erth homes, certified unsafe
habitation, where all the windows were gone and

Not that this was always the

2times part ﬁ.u;'-’iht walls, pictures, ornaments and
-.iture, mﬁem pathetic wreckage of war, remained
I weeks, thick with the cruel, stifling bomb dusi,
d.

otherwise umtouch
But this was many years after we school girls used
:visituu favourite sweet shop "Bloss", at the
ntrance to mﬁg@;‘h,,a;ne‘l, next door to Garry the

'. 3 Mgleu to Stampers, the coach

Lt mpl honour of sumptuously 1ining
; "'_‘,om of London. It was only a |

Wl to "Bloss's", but I fear
hinc home late from school
n pf that said teatime

oes of bread with a




Jam, crowned with a generous

T
8's was m the official "tuckshop" of the
“‘1 Inﬂtitﬂ! Opposite, to whose students it supplied

rietor, whose kind heart thoroughly
0od the ways of that baffling creature, the school-

‘_éi’éﬁﬂ was reached, so gentlemanly
, - Eﬂ ‘that not a word was uttered,

the ! l ‘-“tﬁ& lime or lemon drink the

s th a "peppermint® beverage,

W ‘nothing more exciting

’Eﬁamm was the sale
their garden for the
ﬁ*wy ‘boys and girls
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eglsters of Wandsworth parish church contained
*Pthﬁyﬁitri&-ﬂ, one being in 1545, that "kine
”- by the church" and let out to the inhabitants

& - sureties. A payment for repairing the
brella is also recorded. Whether this useful
sizeable article were used for sheltering

dies stepping from their carriages on wet days,

*ﬁhﬁ parson from a drenching when conducting
in the graveyard round the church, is unrecorded.

&miaa appear in these registers round

. year of 1&65, a reminder that the village

so fair and peaceful amid its cornfields

e its silvery, dancing river where

made rippling music, lay on the main

~to pqrtm@u.th. Very soon the

mw asppearance among the terror-
M awful red cross was painted




1ts were dug in the neighbourhood,

here beneath iﬁs fitful light of a torch, the dead
ere tumbled in w:

. b frightened haste and no "benefit
clergyﬂ.-« M Pr@“bll contained not only the poor

eadful beﬁiﬁi W l&ndmmrth'a own victims, but also
0s8ibly some eﬁ; 10

se brought fram the "villages" of
Westminster and Che ,mmg., or even farther, from the City

L)

. London itablfs f-»m

That some uf.» m victims may have escaped the death-
cart and mass buri '.

the Plague.

my mills which worked on the banks
! n corn mills being mentioned in
one sinister entry for January 2nd, 1670

, Miller, Marderedr fuo HKred "

'mMWﬁrut,pp~

3 quite rightly decided that

F _J .

G wwid& sufficient security, so
+a the vaults of the Bank which stood

‘the Vicar m‘ﬂ‘




':.??.'Tiﬁar.. - But straenge and unpredictable
ennth. . “‘ ‘Qﬁm warfare,
ttema the

A high explosive bomb

k to Fﬂoeaa. " The vaults remained

armed, but m them soaked quantities of water,

ed to qﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ:_]ﬂ’ } fire, so that when the precious

_ 'ed the pages with their historic
"”tries - “mmt together in a noisome mass of
* h mom the top of her tower, but the

; i:dhﬂﬁe and unharmed. It is evidently
“311313 smtmm be too careful in this modern

ar on July &Eh thﬁ_- VYicar, John Griffiths,
; ogather with M’i lain and two members of his

red the terrible fate of being hanged,

'- iﬁ*ﬂﬁhﬂ neighbourhood of the Qld
sing to take the Qath of Supremacy,

excluding the au -;-'f-?‘ of the Pope. legend relates

w Jleft his dying curse upon

that the 5
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*ﬂtering with anmother Priest
and two Pria;

A m w‘ Bercy upon them if it is
hie'pleaa -’;L,l e

words suggest a rather unkind

doubt. M
-. M:r*""@mll:ls was a church on the

Canterbu;y

Gld Kent Road, where the

il te “” ﬁ‘ '1 3§¢ Thomas A Becket watered

, : h,’\’* %h** fine tower which enshrines
it h:ls Memory, eertainly the

it being &
8 f’ ﬁ%rpetnal mourning.

bell aoundﬁ ”
Moo EMG not far from the Parish
a :hn 1674. Its successor,

built in 1 ﬁﬁ ‘its heavy irom and wooden

door leadiﬁ ﬂ’i,._,,ﬁ o
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;}t‘ tombstones stand in a soft green

qumﬂ ﬂth 8 walled garden beautiful with many-

.i_F?ﬁpﬂ quiet pervadeg this old and tiny
l19£ calm and other worldliness, so that
iﬁﬁjﬁﬁ‘liﬁ&_ihe incessant traffic and
-fTﬂHhsﬁreetsare literally but a few

distant. 3 _; ther comes the remembrance of the

-f“ Iqrds, "m ye apart and rest awhilev.

- The land was

_ ,**_-;%§9§lﬁanar. She was buried in the
p,ped in a woollen shroud in accordance
aw passed in 1666 to encourage the

o 01 ndustry., "One or more of the relatives of a

:th aud ak Q&#ﬁdﬁ“‘-t under the hand and seal of two
P | ” lh the person buried was buried in a

: llen ahrmﬂ M;ﬁpt a linen shroud." The Act was
1 b ;ggr before the Battle of Waterloo.

i 9} the :l'irat winter in their new

% 13 as the heating apparatus was

On one occasion the

- B
.........




'h '5-!.'

h.

1

t
I"*
Y3 "*?“ »
. ; F

R

‘ﬁs Qﬁﬁ" @-blowing the fire to a good heat".
m‘%mms house still stands next to the

ﬁs Qﬁin‘h and old-world, its front door
mm into the street.
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ed the brewery of Barclay, Perkins and

I

?-'i" large family of pretty children

hﬂa«m garden and altogether lived in
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' Mbiﬁ;*%h& head of "Allen & Hanbury",
inted nbg&u of Scripture at the morning meetings

 He g‘aiﬁkg daughter Rachel were among some

»

yarials in the little graveyard.

B ane abstinence and sobriety of the Quakers

RN lative smallness of the Wandsworth congregationm,

” "" ittle surprising to read that at a feast in
| wﬁﬂm’ of beer were consumed and 5/4 spent

m iﬁ’nce’e
3‘3 ac ciafﬁ «uenty-ﬂ“ pounds of *loyne of

“@th'idcd for the total cost of 7/6;

Q@ veal at 43d per pound; a peck of

g 9/3, and various other delicacies




M mm;ffionds“ refused to share in this
Rose and Crown but "stayed and ate by them-
"I'Q m.
still standa near by at the four cross roads,
A h:llg,hmmry which bears its name. When

,phqmw not altogether unpleasant,6 smell of

ds in the direction of Charing Cross,

|ll‘1‘l

ts have a sure sign that the wind
#.,m west and that mackintoshes and umbrellas

bﬁ Iemgn The magnificent horses which
st draw 'bhe ‘brewery drays are always sleek,

2 l-'-_‘."-"l *-Iu'-
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gqxzﬁgeﬂq groomed. They win many prizes
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On one occasion when some of the
re being rolled down the opening in a
535 ta m cellar, one of the horses

L1

uld 1i !;q to follow the barrel. His

'i‘

t,u(,:"r

ellar was fairly easy going-but: nqt_ming
@;L%wc‘bly a major operation.




