Wandsworth Society

June 2026 Talk

Reclaiming VWandsworth’s Heritage
A Necessity Not Whim
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The Wandsworth Museum
was opened for the people of the
Borough of Wandsworth

by

Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt, MP
Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport

~ Boris Johnson
~ Mayorof London
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Reclaiming Wandsworth’s Heritage

1. Who were the waves of invaders, immigrants, refugees
& what did they contribute to our communal heritage.

2. Why Wandsworth blossomed into the great traffic jam it is tod%.

3. How should we present it, & why is it critical to future generati
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STEP 1. What have these visitors brought us?

CELTS: Metal working crafts, design & decoration, the original Arthurian leg
Christmas Holly decoration, mirrors & Brewing Ale from Grain

ROMANS: Town planning, Money, apples, pears, cherries, spices, herbs.

ANGLO-SAXONS: Literature —Beowulf, Origin of early English language, the Shir
System of Local Authorities, “ a Bedrock of British Culture” quoting the BBC.

VIKINGS ‘Trial by Jury’ & developed many towns into urban trading hubs —say Engli
Heritage, & they succeeded in unifying the Anglo-Saxon patchwork of kingdoms.

NORMANS: Architecture Cathedrals, Govt formal law, Doomsday Book, framework of
Society, they drank Ale, cyder & wine —because they couldn’t trust the water!!

DUTCH refugees: Horticulture —Tulips, Heated greenhouses, Pendulum clock, Hose
pipes, Fine painting, Hop-based brewing & Reintroduced Brick making.
FRENCH Huguenots: Banking, Silk weaving, watch making & boosted Ind’ Revo

EMPIRE & JEWISH & IRISH Refugees: cloth & raw materials / Jewish financ
funded Royal projects/ Irish & Empire rebuilt Britain post WWs/public s



STEP2. Why Wandsworth needs a proper museum

a. The impetus Empire gave Industrial Revolution in Wandle Valley
b. Wandsworth - The only town centre on the Wandle & Thames

a. ALL ABOUT GEOLOGY & ENERGY

* Major mills powered workshops in the town centre lagoon.
» Stane Street connects to Chichester & A3 to Portsmouth

“The Hardest worked river in Europe “

* Fast flowing water = energy. it drops 58m fromsource 12 miles away.
Wandle Valley became home to 20% of London’s manufacturing.

It exported manufactured goods back to Empire

East India Company competed with Govt & generated 1/4 of World trad
Boosted in 1803 by the Surrey Iron Railway (1st PUBLIC railway).
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a. Wandle’s UNIQUE GEOLOGY

The Wandle is a Chalk Stream
Chalk stream water is naturally filtered to high levels of purity

Approx %
 If about 3 million rivers on the planet 100.00 %
* Only 250 are filtered clean by a chalk aquifer 0.01 %
* Only 36 are in SE England (rest in Yorkshire & Normandy 0.001 %

* Lets guess that the Wandle is one of the 10% fastest of 36? 0.0001 %

What did we do to what Wandle Trust call the world’s best chalk stream
isoned it for centuries then shoved it under the Arndale Centre!

ooking after this remarkable river is a priority & a duty.
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STEP3. WE NEED TO DO MORE

We looked at the improving the basic concept of Museums

* Make it more relevant, more useful, more engaging?
* Make it into a Culture Cluster :
Museum + Art Gallery + Studios + Shop + Café + library + Offic

* Operating & maintenance costs are rationalised.
* Introducing Environmental Issues can access educational funding?

We found Brent Council had done exactly that in Willesden High St
WBC went to look & learn —then no word back in 2 years

But what if we changed the Museum concept itself?
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Enter the MOOF —Museum Of Our Future

* |t braids Environmental narrative into traditional historic vig
* Includes a distinct “How Green is Our lifestyle rating” section

 Addthe FUTURE ROOM - presenting lifestyle choices & their imp
on Global Warming & their consequences on Climate Chang%

This entitles a Museum of History to become a
Museum Of Our Future,




IN CONCLUSION

We’ve looked at:

 who we were, where we came from & what each wave contribute
* how our Heritage Story grew in scale through empire & hydro powe
* & sadly ended up poisoning the valley’s biodiversity.

* So we changed the concept of a museum to a MOOF to make a\diff
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a future
for our past




Last word

In Valetta, the museum of Malta’s sign says “A Future for our Pa
Should our sign say:

“Our Future Depends on Understanding Our Present”

A museum of the future help’s us do just that because understanding
that challenge is critical to finding ways to mitigate its impact.
So it needs to at a focal point:

Wandsworth Town Centre




